Preparing Your Home for the Next Fire

By Bryvin Hevsoxn

ceording to City of Sante Barlsig Fire Chiel MeElvo's 2014
Newsletter, “Fire in the Wildland Urbon Interface (WU has
emerged 35 the most sicnificant problem facing the fire service
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o seek o more rural lifestyle, millions of Americans now find themselves
living in fire prone environments.” As we come up on another dry, hot
Summer, fire protection is top of mind for local residents
What we learned after the last fires throneh our work with homeowners,
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are where embers can come into contact with combustible materials, High
winds crexted diving a fire push hurning embers into exterior nooks and
cramnies ond an CETRTET R AT &Y for the house to cotch Rre. Elimineting wonk
links is essential for home protection.
Eliminating combustible elements should be vour first priority.
¢ Replace vour wood shake roof with one made of clay tiles, fiher
cement or standing seam metsl. Be sure to look st the entire roof
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could burn it'it is attached to wood roof decking
- Enclose eaves so that no exposed wood is vulnerable to embers.
c Build decks, reilings, arlwrs, trellizes, woell: and fences out of Rre
resistant materials, particularly when elements adjoin or are within
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10 feet of vour home. Tenition-resistent FRT wood, heavy timbers,
wrought iron, or stone are all good options

- Keep combustilble items such s wood piles and petio furniture as
far away from your honse as possihle

Mext, reduce the possibility of burning embers entering your home

Eliminate exterior vents From WAL vl and crpw] spaece, TP vents are
necessary, use ones with o fire resistant design, Eliminate craw] space
vents by incorporating them into the conditioned part of vour home.
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equivalent safeguard to ¢lose off open ends.

- Replace old single pane windows and skvlights with dual claze
and at least one |:_r:. o ol t-q_'||||r|_'|'|;'|_1 E]._l':.-:. Thiz will reduce ]ll'n;l:l]-::l:"..[.,'
trom wind-blown items and is now o code requirement in high fire
ares. Metal olad windows, rather than wood cled, can increase five
resistines

¢ Weather-strip exterior doors and esrage doors using only non-
{'HIII.IHL'\:“.III-I_' 1|||-;:1.||1|||_|.i.

\n experienced hnilder can help vou evaluate vour home to make it
five safe. Vs worth it!

Bryan Hensem iz the president of Allen Construction e buildallen_eon.
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